
INTRODUCTION 

 

By the time Lenin published "Imperialism, the Higher Stage of Capitalism", a few nations1 had divided 
up the world and were exploiting the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, and even of Europe 
itself, in colonial and semi-colonial2 ways.  

With the Chinese Revolution of 1911 a world cycle of anti-colonial revolutions began, which after 
World War II, in parallel to the weakening of Great Britain and France, would reach its peak with the 
victories of the Chinese, Vietnamese, Algerian and Cuban Revolutions. 

The dissolution of the Ottoman Empire after World War I, the defeat of Japan in World War II and the 
decolonization of the English and French empires gave rise to different situations. From the 
constitution of politically independent nations, such as China, India, Vietnam, Turkey, to semi-colonial 
countries (such as Egypt until the overthrow of King Farouk in 1952, Iran until the 1979 Revolution, 
Jordan, Lebanon, the states of the Arabian Peninsula and most of the states of black Africa3). To this 
synthetic picture one may add the situations of fully capitalist countries that for a long time have been 
formally independent, but economically dependents as a result of their economic-financial fragility 
and regularly tied hands and feet to the centers of imperialism and world finance. 

In this higher stage of imperialism, the law of the concentration of world wealth in the hands of the 
Capital results in the acceleration of mass proletarianization and migratory flows, a process that can 
be sharpened by the geopolitical interventions of imperialist states. This is not a temporary 
international fact, but it is part of the very dynamic of capitalism in its current imperialist phase. These 
are facts that no restrictive or repressive policy can ever prevent. 

The disintegration of the traditional African economies and societies and of the underdeveloped 
nations of Latin America; the exploitation and plundering of the wealth of Africa and Latin America by 
imperialism (and in this case hand in hand with the local bourgeoisies); the recurrent structural crises 
of the dependent countries, pressed and strangled by the imperialist centers4; the dependence of a 
country like Venezuela on the fluctuations of the oil market; the economic ruin of the Eastern European 
countries after the fall of the "Soviet bloc" (particularly in Poland and Romania); the wars unleashed 
by the imperialist states in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya; the interventions of the USA, France, England 

                                                             
1 England, France, Germany, United States, Japan, Russia, Belgium, Netherlands. 

2 Examples of semi-colonial submission were China and all Central and South American nations. After World 
War I, with the collapse of the Russian and Austro-Hungarian empires, this was also the situation in 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. 

3 This list is far from exhaustive. Moreover, a great number of the African states, as well as the states of 
Asia Minor (Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan) cannot be considered as national states, since they are mosaics of 
peoples and ethnic groups arbitrarily assembled by the imperialist states. 

4 Illustrative examples of recent years have been Greece and Portugal in the European Community (at the 
mercy of German and French usurious imperialism), and Argentina in the Southern Cone. 



and Russia in Syria; all this has generated massive migratory flows in search of work and territories to 
survive in a relative security.  

Official statistics estimate the number of migrants in the world in 2019 at 272 million. It is inevitable 
that a large part of these masses will move to the imperialist metropolises, where wealth and work are 
concentrated.   

In the United States and throughout Europe, official attempts to curb the entry of immigrants go back 
several decades. The global crisis of 2008 and its long-term consequences have accelerated existing 
migration flows and encouraged the development of reactionary trends in the metropolitan countries 
that attribute the misery of the native masses to immigration, giving way to the rise of xenophobic, 
racist and populist political movements. The most notorious cases are the victory of Trump in the USA, 
the Brexit in England, the Front National in France, the Lega in Italy, the philo-nazi movement (AfD) in 
Germany, the PVV in Holland, the government policy in Hungary. All this has generated a real state of 
war against the immigrants already settled in the United States and Europe, and against those who 
are moving towards these destinations. The wall on the Mexico-US border; the thousands of men, 
women and children drowned in the Mediterranean, the closure of Italian ports to the ships trying to 
help them; the forced enslavement of immigrants in transit in Libya; the concentration camps for 
migrants in Turkey, Greece and Italy, are all manifestations of an ultra-reactionary policy which, by 
aiming its weapons at the "foreigner", tries to deviate the anger of the native masses suffering from 
capitalist exploitation from the real causes of their economic and social situation. 

The struggle against the imperialist system and the disastrous consequences caused by international 
capitalism on the proletarian and proletarianized masses of the world, both in the metropolitan 
countries and in their peripheries, demand the strategic unity of the exploited masses in the two poles 
of that same binomial system.  

The unity of the proletariat of the metropolitan countries presupposes the unity of the native 
proletariat and the immigrant proletariat (which is a fundamental component of the working class in 
the USA and Europe). This requires the unconditional defense of immigrants by the proletarian 
movement. And it will be this unity that guarantees that in the future there will be a confluence of 
revolutionary struggles in the metropolitan countries and on the peripheries against capitalism and 
imperialism.   

The "21 Theses on Neo-colonialism and the War against the Immigrants" that we publish here were 
initially printed on 26 May 2019 in "Il Cuneo Rosso"5. They are theses in line with the best class, 
internationalist and anti-imperialist traditions of the communist movement. Although it necessarily 
focuses its development on the Italian situation, its scope is explicitly international. We could not have 
started better to publish international contributions to the struggle for the reconstitution of a 
revolutionary proletarian movement. 

                                                             
5 https://pungolorosso.wordpress.com/?s=21+Tesi  


